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Second argument for God (argument that God does exist):

Moral argument: Divine Command Theory (DCT): God is the source/creator of morality. Morality exists because God created it. Without God, there would be no moral truths. Since there are truths about morality, there must be a God who created those truths. Therefore, God exists.
(This argument starts with a belief that there ARE truths about morality. If you think that morality is just individual or cultural opinion, then you can’t use this argument.)

· God created good & bad and right and wrong and commands that we do the good and refrain from the bad. If there was no God, there would be no such thing as good and bad or right and wrong. There would be no moral truths without God.

· The morally good/right action is the one God commands or requires. The morally bad/wrong action is the one God prohibits

· What makes an action morally good/right is that God decides it is morally right and commands that we do it. What makes an action morally bad/wrong is that God decides it is morally wrong and prohibits it.
I’ll use the terms “good” and “right” as synonyms and the terms “bad” and “wrong” as synonyms here and throughout our discussions of ethics and morality.
So let’s say “It is wrong to torture an innocent person just for fun” is true. WHY is it true? Because that’s what God commands!

Problems with DCT: 

1. Practical problem: How do we ever KNOW what God commands?
Theists who defend Divine Command Theory have a variety of ways to answer this that we won’t talk about.

2. Theoretical Problem: If DCT is the right way to understand the relationship between God and morality, then there are some strange, unappealing, counter-intuitive consequences (like God could make torturing babies a good thing): (this is discussed below, discussed in “Divine Command Theory” reading from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy section 3, discussed in Payne excerpt, discussed in Plato’s “Euthyphro”, and discussed in video on Divine Command Theory)
Euthyphro Dilemma: (From Plato’s Euthyphro)

In Plato’s Euthyphro, Socrates asks Euthyphro the following question (which is now known as the “Euthyphro question” or the “Euthyphro dilemma”):
"Is the pious loved by the gods because it is pious, or is it pious because it is loved by the gods?"
The best way to understand this question is to re-phrase it and replace the word “pious” with the word “good” or “goodness”:
“Do (a) the gods love goodness because it is good, or (b) is it good because the gods love it?”
We can also re-phrase this in more modern terms as follows:
“Does (a) God command this particular action because it is morally right, or (b) is it morally right because God commands it?”
Socrates is asking (a) Is morality independent of God?  or (b) Is Divine Command Theory right and God creates morality?

Tallest building in the world is in Dubai. We recognize this is true. Builders MADE it true. Does God (a) recognize that torture is wrong, or (b) make torture wrong?

DCT claims (b) “it is morally right because God commands it”  - God creates morality (like builders create a building):  God decides what’s good and that’s what makes it good. (Or in other words, (b) “it is good because the gods love it”: the gods loving it is what makes it good. The gods create goodness/morality)
If DCT is the right way to understand the relationship between God and morality, then God’s commands are the ONLY thing relevant to the morality of an action. God saying something is good MAKES it good. God saying something is bad MAKES it bad. But then……

· If God commanded we inflict suffering on others just for fun, it would become morally right 

- Morality becomes arbitrary, subjective to God’s whim

- Morally reprehensible actions (like torturing babies just for fun) become morally obligatory

- If God has no INDEPENDENT REASONS for commanding what he commands, then logically he COULD command anything – rape, torture, genocide – and it would be right

Possible response for the theist (also talked about in Payne excerpt): God would never command us to do these terrible things because he’s good and he knows these things are not good.
If you pick this response, you can still believe in God, still believe that God is good, and still believe that God wants us to do what is good. However, this response is a rejection of DCT. If you give this response, you are picking option (a): God commands this particular action because it is morally right. Morality is independent of God and God is the perfect recognizer of what is good/right. (Or in other words, (a) "the gods love goodness because it is good": goodness is independent of the gods and they perfectly recognize and love goodness.)
If morality is independent of God, then the fact that morality exists can no longer be used as evidence that God exists. God might still exist of course, but the argument made by DCT would fail to support God’s existence (you’d have to believe in God for different reasons and argue for his existence along other lines)
If you’re interested, section 4 of the “Divine Command Theory” reading from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy talks about possible ways for the theist to respond to these criticisms and defend DCT.

Many theistic philosophers, however, reject DCT. They believe that morality is independent of God and see God as the perfect recognizer of morality, rather than the creator of morality. 
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